


TIPS FOR MEDIA INTERVIEWS MAKING YOUR 
DECISION• You can select the timing and location for an interview, including 

 someone to speak for you.  Remember that other friends and family 
 also may have something to say.

• Ask the reporter what the story is about to help you prepare your 
 answers.

• Relax and speak slowly and clearly. Listen to the entire question 
  before answering.

• Come up with a few points you want to get across, write them down 
 and say them right away during the interview. For example: “The one 
 thing I really want to say is . . .”, or “My most important message is. . .”
 You can repeat your important points.

• If a reporter says or asks something that offends you, you may want 
 to stop the interview and explain why you feel offended.  If 
  disrespectful behavior continues, then you may want to report 
 the situation to their supervisor.

• Give yourself a break if you get emotional during the interview.

• Although you cannot control coverage, you may ask reporters to not
 attend a funeral, go to the victimʼs home, or show offensive images 
 on television.

• If youʼre unsure, you can say, “I donʼt have enough information to 
  answer that.”

• Reporters may have information that you do not know. Ask them 
 what they know.

• If you believe an important error was reported by the media, you 
 may want to talk to the news director and explain your concern and, 
 if need be, ask for a correction.

• Let victim services or law enforcement know if you feel harassed by a 
  reporter.


